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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The design of the Reading Railroad Station'in Lebanon con-
sists of two separate sections which are connected by a large over-

‘hanging roof. The smaller, or the east section, was designed for

use as a baggage room, telegraph office, and yardmasters' office.
It is basically rectangular in plan, one-and-one-half stories in
heighth, with a bellcast hipped gable roof and a two-story octa-
gonal tower protruding above the roof on the northeast corner.
Bellcast hipped gable dormers protrude also above the roof, two

on both the north and south sides and one on the east side along-
.side the tower. This section measures approximately 554 feet by
~__32%-1‘ee1: while the tower, which protrudes somewhat from the cor-
_'ner measures about 14 feet across. Door openings are located
- -similar to the dormers above, two on both north and south side,
“‘ahd” one on the east side. Flat-arched window openings are loca-
~ted on all sides with five such bays on the first floor of the

tower.

The larger, or west section, comprised the men's and women's
waiting rooms, each approximately 30 feet by 30 feet. The main
mass of this section measured approximately 804 feet in length by
324 feet in width. The most impressive feature of this section
is a large octagonal tower located in the center of the north fa-
cade which rises approximately 70-80 feet above the station. The -
tower features four slit windows about halfway up on every other
side, eight Gothic windows with lugsills near the top, moulded
trim with brick and cut stone striped design, and octagonal bell-
cast roof. .This section also featurs a bellcast hipped gable roof
with dormers of similar style, one on either side of the tower,

.one on either side of a two-story, three-bay square protrusion

on the south side, and one on the west side.: The fist floor of
this area was designed as the women's rest room. A dormer is also

located on the west side above a large semi-circular baywith five
“flat-arched windows. The entranceways flank either side of the
- tower on one side and also flank either side of the three-bay sec-

tion on the other. On the east side of the main mass is a rec-

tangular protrusion, designed for use as the men's rest room.

The east and west sections of the station are separated by an
open waiting area, approximately 65 feet in length, which is covered
by a large overhanging gable roof joined to the bellcast roofs on
either end. The roof is supported by three posts on either side,
each with large wooden brackets on all foursides. The brackets,

-which feature a granite base, extend around both sections of the

station. Above the bracket arch runs a strip of moulding with den-
tils. The structure also features granite sills which run the length

cof the sections, a cut limestone water table, and cast-iron rainspouts.
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—.PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING *—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ._‘RELlGiON

—1400-1499  _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION . —LAW —SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE . © - —_SCULPTURE

—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE . —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 . —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER

—1800-1899 —COMMCERCE - —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY X TRANSPORTATION

X1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY . —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -—OTHER (SPECIFY)

——INVENTION h B T R 1t

SPECIFIC DATES 1900

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Wilson Brothers: Joseph M.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bt 1858, the Lebanon Valley Railroad, which ran from Read-
ing through Lebanon to Harrisburg, a distance of 5% miles, had
come under the control of the Philadelphia and Readirg Railroad.
The Philadelphia and Reading line was incorporated by the Read-
ing Company in 1896, and the Reading Railroad Station in Lebanon
was built by the Company four years later in 1900.

The station was designed by the firm of Wilson Brothers and

.Company, Architects and Engineers, of Philadelphia. The station

is one of the finest works of Joseph M. Wilson,  .the priripal arch-
itect in the firm, which was also responsible for Machinery Hall
at the Exposition of 1876, the Drexel Institute, and the Reading
Terminal itself. The firm was quite prominent in railroad en-
gineering and architecture with stations and shops on the Phila-
delphia and Reading, the Lehigh Valley, and the Central Railroad

~of New Jersey lines.

- . The station is a fine example of the adaption of architec-
tural styles to railroad depots. The Reading station features
an adaption of the Shingle style, which contributed the long,
low-roofed silhouette, along with the unique, creative style of
Wilson Eyre in the use of brick and stone in the .striped design
in the tower. o ’

Wilson
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"QX MA]OR BII‘OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCE%

Egle, William Henry, History of the Counties of Dauphin and Lebanon,
Philadelphia: Everts & Peck, 1883.

Reading Company, Ang_lal Reports,_ 1900.
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David M. Berman Curator

- 6RGANIZATION . ’ DATE
Pa Historical & Museum Comm ‘ March 1975
STREET & NUMBER . L TELEPHONE
Box 1026 . - 717-787-4363
_CITY OR TOWN ‘Harrisburg ) K e | STATEPennsylva.nia

ASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
' THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), 1.
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Naticnal Reglster and certify that it has been evaluated accordmg to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the N al Park Service
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 7.

Williain ;/Wewer
Executlv Director
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